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Acknowledgements

Learning, sharing, discovering and a bit of growing up. .. Summer Camp 2007
was all this and more, Many thanks to more chan 1000 children who came
from 10 BMC and made this camp very special.

Our thanks to more than 200 community volunteers who supported the
process throughour Withour their energy, enthusiasm and commictment, this
camp would not have been possible.

summer camp 2007 would not have been possible without the unstinting
suppart of corporate sponsors such as LAT, Johnson & |ohnson as well as
organizations like Drishtl, genercus individuals and most imporancly the
Education Department of BMC,

Qur thanks to the human resource and logistical support received from
arganizations like IIT, MITIE, Mobile Créche, SPROUTS, HBCSE, and Nehru
Planetarium. Thanks also to all the resource persons who shared cheir skills
wich the children at all cen venues. |t made learning at the summer camp

mieaningful and joyiul.

We hope that this summer camp will be a stepping stone to form a social
movement promoting the values of our constitution, with participation from
ill the sectors in Mavnirmiti’s community initiative to bring the social change
and achieve quality education for all!

Mavnirmiti Team

Founder's Vision

The Mavninmiti Summer Camp team led by Dr. Mandkumar Jadhay
deserves congramslations for reaching more than a thousand
childran from ten BMC schools this year with a rich and exciting
learning experience.

Mavnlemit (MMN) was born In the mass sclence popularisation
campalgn around the cotal solar eclipse of Diwali 1995, Over the
years it has grown inco an organization working commitcedly for uni-
versafizing quality math and science education, Vith the motto of
“ Quality for Equality”, MM aims to reach the worlds best
educaticnal practices to all who might otherwise not have access to pood education,

Meost peaple In India work in the wnorganized sector, where they are denied Basic human needs,
fabour rights and a decent human existance, Their children (more than B5% of all children) actend
government schoolsior are out of school. In these schools, today, most of these children will recelve
education of a poor qualicy which will ensure their continued deprivation and exclusion from their
basic rights.

We are not doing these children a favour when we work for ensuring that they get a good education,
Omn the contrary. it is a constitutional offence and viclaton if these children do not receive a goed
education, It is not enough to ensure chat all children beeween the age of & and 14 are in schoal ¥What
happens indgide the school? That is equally, in fact, more imporant than just compedling children
artend school.

It does mot require an elite school to give children a rich learning experience. The real world is a most
exciting and powerful learning resource. Children can have fun making their own toys from everyday
materials, and learn physics as well in doing s0.The sun s a resource which the most affluent natien
on earth could not afford o bulld, yet it is available everywhere, o sveryone. ¥Yich a pocket mirrar
and a plastic ball, children can build a solar telescape, study sunspocs and discover that not anly the
earth, but also the sun rocaces.

YWriting your own street play, rehearsing and performing it does not require a huge budget or astro-
nemical school fees. By doing so children can learn language skills and build up their confidence to
face and challenge the world. When they go on the nature walk, they discover that the whale world
i a wonderful faboratory, filling their lungs wich fresh air and their minds with fresh ideas.Every town
and village Is a treasure house of learning, when we have eyes (o see, hands o feel and minds o
wonderWith this perspective it is possible o fulfill our consticutional duty to guarantee every Indian
child a good education, beginning with what we have, with existing human and macerial resources and
improving as we go along. Why only in the summer holidays! Why cannot every rural and wrban
school become a permanent summer camp all the year around!?

Dr.Vivek Montelra

Founder - Advisor
Mavnirmiti
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About Navnirmiti and the Summer Camp

Sclence for all' and ‘Promating a scientific temperament in all’; with chis compass, Mawnirmic {NN}
took its first steps towards farming an organization dedicatad to science promoticn and populariza-
tion.

Mavnirmiti is today a self reliant organization (SRO), a social enterprise. Self raliznce is important to
us for two reasons. Firstly o break the prevalent misconception that social development is possible
only through donations and funding and that without external funding it is not possible for a volun-
@ry organization o achieve its social objective. Secondly self reliance ensures that we can work and
grow without compromising on our principles and objectives. This is not easy. But it has baen both
challenging and rewarding. The major part of our work has been funded by our own income generat-
ing activity.As a policy NN does not accept foreign funding.

In its main area of work in math and science education, NI is trying co build its strengths systemati-
cally. We believe in '‘Quality education for all'- especially for the very large numbers of disadvantaged
children whe are otherwise deprived of It.An effort to contribute o this constitutional mandate was
inigiated with an aim to strenpthen the national agenda of '‘Right to Education’. Our werk in elemen-
tary math education i recelving widespread response and as a resule our ‘Universal Active Math'
pragram for math universalisadon has grown rapldly, NN has been a part of a number of nationwide
mass sclence popularization campalgns like the solar eclipse and transic of wvenus camipalgns of AIPSN
and Vigyan Prasar. Our “Sunderstanding’ and 'Astrovision’ programmes have reached chousands of
schaal children as well 2s adules.

Today MM is widely recognired as an organization working seriously and commicedly in the fisld of
universalization of quality educarion. It works towards developing alternative ways and systams of
mass scale implementartion of Math and Science education, creating inmovative world class educa-
tional aids and reaching them nationally as well as incernaticnally Ve believe that bringing about
changes in education is-essential to bring about a larger social change for promoting equalin: Educa-
tion for science and mass scientfic thinking is especially important for this broader goal, Effective
math aducation is a necessary foundation towards achieving this objective.

Self refiance, collective decision making, democratic functioning and a commitment to equality are
the core principles driving MM,

Team members, their ideas, initiative and commitment have buile and continue to build Mavnirmii,
Through its work in variows areas it aims ac providing viable and decent employmendt, It has also
incorporated an effort of providing sustaimable employment to needy women through production of
sclence toys.

We understand that our social / educational projeces are only a means o conne<t with and bring
topether people and arganizations who share common basic abjectives and principles chat alm ac
achieving goals which require much beyond the existing capacities.

The summer camp s an effore to e cogether qualiy education and community involvement For
children studying in che BMC school quality education is the only gateway to empowerment and
equality. Higher educadon for the majority of these sodially and ecoenomically weaker children
remains a dismnt dream. The aim of the camp is o expose the children to new dimensions of learning
and involve them actively in this all round learning process.

Having started cur work in chis direction MM is extending its reach to the area of linking education
and community initiative to bring social change. Integrated efforts with the community’s active par-
ticipation can have a deeper long term impact on substantially improving the quality of aducation.

The idea of organizing 2 summer camp for BMC school children began a couple of years ago and this
year the camps reached over |,000 children.

Participating children, active and enthusiastic neighberhood volunteers, friendly resource persons,
MM members and support organizations have come together. Their whole: hearted collective effort
has made this experience memorable, This has instilled in us the confidence that reaching many more
children, many more schoals and many more commiunities is a real possibility .

This “Summer Caravan’ aims at going forward, taking many more in its fold, with hope and vigour,
spreading the message of quality education for equalicy!

|yod Francis
Managing Executive
Mawnirmit

NAVNIRMITI
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Engage, Enrich, Empower - The L&T approach.

Belisving chat sustainable development of community around the fictory is
imparoant for the growth of any business, L&Ts social lnvestment begins by
assessing the needs of the communicy rasiding in its neighbourhood at most
locations like Mumbai, Hazira, Ahmadnagar, Mysore, Kansabahal. Chenmai,
Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Delhi, Chandigarh, Kolkata, Fariabad, Bangalore, etc.
This continued effort to activate socil initiatives in communities where our
offices and campuses are located In India has over the years strengthened
our commitment [n thrust areas that have evolved fram MDG goals. Actvi-
tes inwolved in conservation of environment. health & education, macernal
and child health, primary education, sanitation, HIVIAIDS awareness, enhanc-
ing employabilicy of youth etc with the active support from different govern-
miant agencies and NGO,

Education is the pillar for sustainable development. L&T believes in
strengthening the education syseem through a holistic approach, It is impor-
tne that education enables a child ro live a healthy life where he or sha can
reach their actual potental. The question that needs to be asked is does the
education our children receive, make them good human beings and secondly
does it make thern able enough to secure employment.

For an averwhelming majoricy of Indian children, the only means of aduca-
tion is through government schools, Keeping this factor In mind we have
staced initiatives to bridge che critical gaps in the nearby municipal and gov-
ernment schionols, to impart training to the teachars and studants, serting up
learning programs with experts for mathematics (MNavnirmid), science, geog-
raphy and english, provide teaching aids and educational materials, recre-
ational actlvities and construct or renovate schoal infrastructure, All this is
dene with the intentlon of making the schoals more child friendly,

I Mumbai, the LET project WIWWAL is creating pre-schools, study centres,
school and community enrichment programs like summer camps that impact
the lives of over 7500 families in the neighbourhood.

This thrust Is carried forward by out employee valunteers and spouse of
employees across our locatlons through various mentering and school devel-
SPMEAT projects.

The Larsen & Toubro Public Charitable Trust, another social develop-
ment arm of L&T has evolved ‘Lidyam’ - a strategy 1o address this concern
and Is operatonalising Vocational Training Instltutes across the counory.,
three of which are already operational at Mulund in Mumbai, Kharel in
Gujarat and Lonavala in Maharashtra. Alongwith free quality training it also
offers a stipend. The Yocational Training Institute in Mulund provides
3 to | month skill-based training in formwork, masenry and scaffolding that
would equip an individual for emplayment in the construction indusery, In a
recent expertment youth with hearing impairment, referred by the ngo
DEEDS, were trained in masonry. |t has successfully placed more than 100
students with well-known construction houses. At Kharel in Gujarat, a &
month training in Agro Mechanics and Electrician training is conducted
which is suitable to the job market of the region. At Lonavala in Maha-
rashtra it provides a cne-year course in Fabrication-Yvelding, Electricians
and a 3-month course on Housekeeping, Therefore these institutions have
been set up to best serve the needs of the neigbourhood communites.

Another project that the Larsen & Toubro Charimable Trust has launched is
called “Jeevan¥idya'. It is a project aimed at imparting skills to Tribal and
SC/ST students from 35 schools (ashramshalas and schools run for tribal
students by private institution) from Talaseri in Thane district of Maharash-
tra and Maveri districe of Gujarat, This project would impact aboue 12,000
students through varlous cralning and demanstration programs in the flald of
Persanality Develapment, Health and Vocaconal Guidance. It alms for the
overall development of dhe individual by giving emphasis on inculcating good
habits in Reading, Personal Health, Hygiene and Diet

The above educational and vocational training initatives would use more
haolistic and innovative methods of instruction like demonstration and prac-
ticals, that give the student an on-the-job experience,

Thus the answer i5 to try to enhance and empower the children of today to
be smart and live quality lives tomorrow. Ve believe that children form an
integral part of society and are the country’s hope for the future. Therefore
if we knvest in them it would mean investing in making an India that is
educated, empowered and employed.

Ms. Sanyogta A. Raina
Manager~Corporate Social Initaitives
Larsen & Toubro Limited

NAVNIRMITI
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Roles and Responsibilities of Yolunteers Inauguration

On Friday, 20th April, 2007, a pre-event session was organized for the summer camp volunteers at IIT,
Mumibai. More than | 50 volunteers comprising mainly young collegians, anaganwadi sevikas and activists
across Powai Vikhrali Bhandup, Kanjurmarg and Vikar Lake areas came together for the preparatory

meet,

All camps cook off with equal enthusiasm atc
their respective inaugural functions. The
inaugural sessions had Mavnirmiti represen-
tatives, school authorities, social activists
interacting with the children and volunteers;

Dr.Vivek Maneeria, founder of Navnirmit Trust, sec the ball rolling with an inspiring speech Inveking
the thoughts, ideals and indepandent spiric of Shaheed Bhagac Singh.

The summer camp was an apporounity for bath the children and the volungeers to enhance their
skills, capacity building along with partcipating in a fun-filled learning experience.

Prof.T. Prasad of NITIE elaboraced on the robe of the volunteers during the summer camp. Each wolun-
teer was to be the crucial link between the resource person and students. A velunteer will have five
to six children under her care and she will have to kesp the group incéresced and entertalned, even as
she contributes to che learning process.

The valunteers had a nurnber of questions for the organizing team. s che summer camp only for
BMC school children or can out-of-school children come too!™ s Mavnirmit a privace or a govern-
ment organization!”’ |yoti Francis from Mawnirmiti answared many of these questions. She then
worked with the groups from each area, abong with Navnirmitl tearn to finalize the role of valunteers.

AT the MITIE Camp towards the end of day one.a
few guests from L&T and MITIE visited the camp
and had an interaction with the children. R. M.
Makhija, Member of Board and President
{operagons) for Larsen & Turbo, along with Dr
Awale, Directar, MITIE, and Ramesh Aldasani,
General Manager of K. Raheja Group came for a
short visit. They chatted with children and volun-
teers, viewed the colorful masks and puppats and
even tried them on,
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Origami

Session; Origami
Resource Persons: Leena Barve, Himanshu Aggarwal
& Chitra

Origami 15 the Japanese arl of us:ng pape (0]
evolva new forms and shapes. L
arl myvodving jus! paper — nol

15 8 simpled

m gl ar

mlnured paper. VWith 'd!lg'-q

L= scisgars are reguirad? Cheldran w drvicled children evalved 3 ﬁ}lhg
L nto o groups. and the session was can- rotating wheel a plane and 3 paper f:u-: et
_‘_._ ducled by bwd resource persons. put cherm all n,

nild followed the instructions dili-
. working with the resource person,

Leena Barve, a pre-primary schoal teacheas

fram Yile Parle. has been conductng

arlgami workshops with all age grawps for

the past three years. "Practicing origami

helps develop your concentration, patience

and abave all. calls forth imagination and
creativity”. the said.

It was
-over artist with a deep interest in averyone frol

been learning and s chievous attenti
lﬂf«”

" Ieach Ieign and creating a litthe ar
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Fun with Science

Session: Fun with Science
Resource Person: Anand Ghaisas

the Homi Bhaba Centre for
L explained thas the objective
ith Science” is to demystify
icwing children to explore

goErataries, access
portant ta trust
ent, 5o that they
Lapics N @

he said

fagore Magd 4
en undersiond O
reing, percepuitng. and parsis.

— beginning with their cwn selves,
#xperiment of cliServing cheir finger
e closed, children learnt that each eya

views differently!

A view through a rolled wup newspaper
showed how distance and proximicy of the
object can play a few cricks on the ayes, a
circular disc wicth grooves In ir deman-
strated ‘persistence of wision’, while a
riggad tbe swirling through the air

showed how sounds could be created!

Each demaonstration was followed by “sah”
and “mecha”, as children began grasping the
pringiples. A loud exclaimation that would
followe 35 scon as a ehild got the idea behind
It was the most gravfying part of the
session. The dempstficavon of complex
“Laboratory Experiments” was complete

Each of these processes was later tried out by
children themsebves. Children seemed quige confi-
dent in handling the equipments, with amy
supervision. They monitored and gui

other, also asking them o be carefl
handling glass. Their excitement showed that'o
were motivated o learm morg about sciencs
Per Z-'-.ap:- E|1|:':r' would even come I =l

about reasoning, refating, thinking S
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Astronomy

Sessian: Basic Astronomy
Resource Persons: Geeta Ladi
Jatin Rathod
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Puppet Making

Session: Puppet Making
Resource Person: Katta Babu
Supported by: Taramati

Young children sat in groups with twe didis, A

papar cul-aut of 3 craw was doing the reunds
Carefully. using a pencil. children outlined the
crow onto thear sheets, and cur them with the
help aof thelr dids. Seme glue, a few strokes of
colar, a falded stick fram the cemman broom
and vellal Araund fifty craws started cirg

PO 0 e L 3l

been working with
ing arts and crafts for
e is also part of the
crhe. an national-level
ith children of con-
master  af clay
ing. he has also

gnd songs with

He firmly bBaliewes that children learn best fram I i

the do-and-discover appreach. This was evident in

the sessian as the children gor the hands-on expe-

rience of making a stick pupper and a finger
pUppeL

i
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il from “poli kaksha, poospoh
fomank teen” made a lian for
e her friend had made a clown.

With very fow real il L
brightly colored pup-pgu. |g:|g.

within the group. Children wiss e
proud of their creathons and possess

humg on to them evén theg lierach .
= e ¥
Lime. il w

Re Boada Bl

£ o scrang figer and @ smart
the yeung audience enthralied. with
Alogues and sound effects all made by the
resource peam fram behind the parda.
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Theatre

Theatre has always bF_FI'halI lntqrat part of
summer camp, and this jear ho different.”
ssource pepson. Manjul :ﬁ»aj has been
ing theatre ‘rkshcr;-s' r children and
ross India for the past (5 ]
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Street play

-

Performange: Street Play

-
Childran

il Nz hj rf.rm sgh the

ance, Thﬁ-

previous fi
were all goi
and pueting

Ar Mishra Nagar close
Marathi Schaal. in 1:h

“bhandufche kokay nastakals wr v
bhandupche mulg pootakalo yo yo "

By this time, most mothers, passerby’s. and
autowallahs had begun to stop and peer at the
hullabaloo. Children pat up a performance extol-
i for children to go to school The
wicl and clear, in SYIIC with tho rest

'ing the neg
‘actors, we
af the tear
oL purt Th

Magar, ig
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the final

daing her best for
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School cack|dl
play - fran

Baba Bengafjs
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Session: Magie
Resource Person: Siddharth 'Prabfi' ar

"

“aghc” has always been eonsidered 1 "closed
ars’. says Siadharth Prabhakar, che “magician’
for this session, The abjective of this sestion
was 1o demystfy magic, and reveal the scien-

TR u‘ir:ksf' invalved simple physics Gt
work — from &ir pressure. to magnesism to
optical iflusion.

-
Tha sessicn did-not b : tﬂnfﬁﬁﬁluclf
magic® cricks, Burin e'r!tr\'|:p§|l.n:t|-cu'l. thee
children gained 3 few tips an iow 1o stzpll
speak clearly and present themselves befon
others, Each child had the oppertunity 1oy
and talk about herscll while the: rest gave
fecdback on how smart or lax an introduction |

-

was

The mmagician il
The first ohe wa
grmall metal pot
appeatance The i
potheld empry oSl .
fall, Anrd yer, segfEREn

some water Mg
hap'peﬁing Tl

outand the

it a drop 1
th wead kil
d this kest on
r o the astonish-
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tific principles at werk behind mose cricks:

J Crtherimagical tricks includiad s rope that
waihd straighten itself, but drop down as™
: as 3 kid touched: it Twe Separie
ropes. magically gene fused nmo
despite two volunceers carefully
agictan an a chair he inexpti-
fhimsell. & card game proved
Esting when numbered cards all

it of the hand was spotied.

P |

Then the
sacrers beh
controlied the f

the reveal the
i ghe pot
b agnets ac tha
end of the rope h rether A small
nall embedded b e allowed %t o
straighten or drop #Fone pleatedrhiletheentie

gremise of frecidgdnesgifirafn ropes .

e > b

A,

Wigllodf all secrets were to e revenled, thera
wonild net be amy magic S would there!

Children divided thzms:zlqg nto grodps and
fried out the tricks with tifgir volunteers, each
understanding the plinciple behind i€ As! the
rezourca person pug it/ the children Sefrnt
cohcepts related 1o lhciﬂi}'“ahln. ﬁinﬁ}'pcw
5lc|:|.w|1.'|c. r'l_nE;LTi__‘_t‘: F
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2ssion: Story Tellin : Session; Health Talk
Persons: Mrs, Sud}| ' saurce Person: Dr. Kamaxi Bh
Mrs. S ' Vidula Patil f

an Ern-ng chitdren, Conducied by H‘F"}ldu a Patil, it dedit 'ﬁm‘aﬂ
Il- hl:'alth Of YOURE :hllﬁre'ﬂ Chi e standard Selv e Fih

a tho, Use il ek ghada,
Mim-hmnmmﬁmrmpqupnm ;

Different bzgﬁmhfg:. different story tellers, sorme new. some-old, some
ontertzining session, ong children, response
d chicken pox, typhai

and “sugar”!

Children at the Tank Road Municipal 9 3 sty 4 !
among themsehves. All stories they had ever hﬁ-ar.':l fram g"ann'l-b ers of sistersdnends o

l brothers, textbooks or comics = camie tLImbﬂ]‘-lit-inﬂ'll_!}BE!fw. Mz ¥iduta Paril s 2 medical so trke
i 5 K.E.™M Hespital In Hurnbar This team wor ks with SEHDE"'E i J
As the resource persan put it a-session on story-telling allows children learp the art of “listening” * rangs to demystify hea Fen, "Since chijdréf do interest in led)
They come across new words, improve their vocabulary, and learn to speak clearly and articulate i¥ impartant t gls81ies in 3 fiin-filled lear AINESEERNment”, she said
¥

- i |Ll4.--'.: '

Aleo all ﬁiﬁl'lﬂt(:‘l nat have "morals” to them
-'|11p-|,'.|tn."| -:!rl:f"-'ln--:‘lrl:( CoRcEpls likee= ||:(g|1'|1|:_' foo

can be I:-'||g||| thi n:'\-llgh STarHes
.\lé forger that scory telling session also jogs
thedr creativity. The tradicional scory of "the thirsty
w' made s appearance n the sessian faur

1es, in owo different languages and in werse and
n paem!

Diet and eatigg habits of children was anather
key issue discussed A basic daily dietary plan
was chalked owt & revealed that chifdren
consumed foods like biscuits, and pav — largely
made from refined flour. and not a source of
much nutrition. Simple zlternatives like poha. or
ratis were suggested, which were much more
nutritious,
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Nature Trall

“What _"- ‘d‘lﬂ"-:rcnc.': tl:rwr:r;n g
e Eﬂg‘r_"; il
“Cio frope brteds

& of the questions put across
their early maoming nature trip

that ._-:nmerr
abounded in che Iak\‘z 3

th th Ee pubdes wichin the lust IIT, Powai . 3 ‘ol y o h 7
el e wilthiin 1T with fts la} BT ! ; : long necked cORmCrantESTEME i
,’j‘h’éﬁﬁ Fich with biodiversity, the perfect . f . : = : pond herons to even the whisting SEIN B roup
tey Jmm qmﬂn o ﬂ.e' delshﬁ al A i . o closely tried o view the birds, andit@llied the rezl

birds with phatcgraphs frem books

" hl:nurlnnim
i

s an expert snake
FERCLEr, wih I|¢mﬁ Ts extremely quick in spotting
3 variety ol Bires Anand. throy rzh SPROUTS has
been candeting mature trials and camps for growps,
{armare thar |2 YEArS Mo The graup believes that

Ihc chifdren assembled early in Ihl! fTarming &t
||r ra es and che ;"DLI' Tioved. zhead,
etitles. Many
'bthc [al=—]|

emvironmental change can be Brought aboutr by
sroall consgructive steps. Children, Tor example, a
seall pan af clean water can be kepr an the reaf as
drinking wacer far birds We can all try and not licter
'f“""r nf aur environment, and ac the very least, nat harm

- ~ . grasshoppers, bucterflies, or break branches as wie
walk close to dhem,

Hemane Karkhanis, who is a senicr officefSEE
Godrej took the children to the mangraves,
explaining is importance, especiafly since this
stretch of mangroves serves as a breather for
Mumbai afier Sanjay Gandhi Mational Park.
Though the chitdren did enjoy the trip. it was the
aguatic |ife that captured their attention and made
it memerable. As ¥ikas from the 5th standard
claimed, "the fishes were the best!™

Haowrever children sometimes
cantzin their exeiternent an -_.;n:![f

BF 4 water TawlEIlon their SR

EJIr.' BESOUTEE TEST Wire Pt al the srarans
ﬁ-i“f'ﬁ‘. arganizatian  called. SPRCGUTS  thae
wor et i ch arban, roral andsribaliand even
COTPOrAte proups; rAising awarensss and need

foar clnr:y_l_e thatigh small de-able'steps,
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Fun with Maths & Rangometry

J g

Session; Fun wi' Math | Rangometry
Resource Persons: Purushatam Tripathi and Senj Yadav

/

The ohjective of this session was to AN

fhe concepis of malhematics, u' in &n

entirely fuen-filled enrer‘elnm

Navnimili's indigencus math =.|31r- Ilke

joda, and Rangometery's foam farm
the fogls for the ses

Children at first were iurt-u exited 3t getting a
range of material - from building blocks, to the
jodn set. But slowly they got wrapped up in
making shapes, trying ta match the colours of
the blocks to the structures they were making

Sonl Yaday, the resource person for chi
sesshon has an interesting personal story o like rhombus, h
marrate. Her journey began as a volunteer were created

ssly unheard of names
gon and decahedron
s perhaps were.n

for summer camps Cwo Years aga, Tha: was as  importang wparience
£ o e Fy
S experience 4 actuzlly creating absur thermatis
year she was coofdi- eally carmgtt shapes on 1

he processes in one scheol, and
tmh}f ¥ the resource persen for the
‘fun with math’ modufe.

’r.

i
that children get bored or -:Il;fnmr- Furushottam Tripatf
ne starcs to explain the ingficacies gxplaining a child the

rematical concepts. |nit?h}' using thire made by straws an

Mavnirmit
edran  STrucs

ANeCiors

tools, they get to work triangles.
efsions and models. wighout losing
interest.
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Mask Making

Session: Mask Making
GEtR Mulchim Tambaoli

cransformed inco a
slon, IsDeen conducting work-
iy items can be converted into

.
2 3 )
-
Mr Tamboli invited a volunteer to come
forward and become a model for the mask. In
a funmy, entertaining way, he gained the atean-
tion of the children, and demonscrated the
essential steps involved in creating a mask. The
features of

At the NITIE camp, most af they
from the nearby Paspoli
Malna, Ard, Meenakshl and
the seventh standard and W
they have amended a sug
edly said thar she s
oycling, carom ag

"Kuch kuch
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Music

Session: Music
Resaurce Person: Kiran Chakodkar

-
" |

E‘ - ‘.f.."‘ﬂ‘t\‘l """

Music it nob ustabout singing Even claps have a
tasl 1o them The children then slowly worked on
clapping together to evelve a rhythm. The sume
principle applied 1o songs. The reseurce persen
then begun'a line, and the children followed. Yet,
each child followad an his-or har own wme, WYWhat
emerged. was 1 cacaphany of voices singing the
same song The resource  person worked with
them slowly so thac all of key woices came
wogether and render beautiful song.

“mijhar jhalo ek giwaz /ifa, .1

The entire dass poom of mare Schan 80
chidlren sang in‘as many voices! Some were in
twne. many off key. some:a few steps behind the
chorus. Altogether a convincing gfart in group
singing! The session on music beganyitha talk
ofy - the  mostfamous song the naticnal
anthem, The rescurce person  and“Ehidren
shared thefr e maticn about thessciter of
the songthe measing of s wotds and 7t
dirtation 0 seconcs, The national anthem fs

mgdnt to eiEing IAG Y ceconds wald the
FELalros persof,

Kirm.a voluntees acthe Kanjur village mumic-
ipal Marathl school said the response to the
summer camp has Seen overwhelming. More
than 50 children, incleding school dropouts
from the neighboring areas had come onthe
first day. And they had enjoved the previcus
day's origanii  and | magle  sessions. The
children were o excited -about coming
wopether and learning new things, that they
came forward on thelr own, many reaching
the venue much before time

Sports

Session; Sports
Resource Persan: Rahul Jadhav

The Memapal SeroalNiETSitmated within in the Dockyard Colony of Kanjurmarg,
dmong green, sylvan Sseroundmgs. There are chree “medium schools' within the same
buiiding. |t hag#arathifTamil and Hiflgi seczionsvan tsdifferent floors

The chiidren managed guite well; without
much supervision o persuasion from the
velupteers. The cricket.match had fs owe
"umpires" a8 they divided the overs, @liicd
the runs and made sure evarrone got 3
[s |1ancr af the CrEisg Ard o LREFE Wias soifie
misunderstanding, someene woold speak
oty T kalse bol sakio hae? T kya umplre
g™

When thechifdren came inthe morning toche
Kanjurmarg - Deckyard Schacl. they were
pladsantly surprised to kpow' tha all they had
taado was plaviA few children, three stumps. a
Bt and a ball .3 crickeranatch Soan began ar
ohe end afighe school, The girls gathered che
twio foorhalisand quickly asranged themselves
into  grouses Soon  there began 1a game of
throw-the-ball and their own %ersion of

football

Many children had come from the Pathan Colony
Momicipat Urdu School as wefl Afsana; Noorie and
Rukhsar, all from the &th smndard walked all the
way from Fathan Colony for the camp, However,
despiie the many different things they had-learnt
at the camp, they were most excibed about the
play-they were practicing: and would perferm in
their area Afsanz had 2 great interest in dance, and
enjoyed the little oppartienities she had to present
3 dance before her fricnds
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Flim Screening & Cartoon Making Children Feedback

Film Screening Children’s feedback
nated by: Rajesh MNatraja

The feedback from the children was overwhelm- T
ingly positive. They loved coming together and
learning how to sing, dance, play and just be them-
sehves, At the end of each entertaining day. children
were reluctant to go back home. And they would be
the first to be at the venue the very next day. Some
regretoed that they could not get their friends or
siblings along since they studied in private schools.
“unko bhi mauke milna chohive no?”, asked Mithesh.

Orthers were eager to share their learnings with their siblings, friends and mothers back home. “main
meri behen ko macchi bono me ke sikhooengi!”, declared Varsha afeer the Origami session. Saba's aunt
made the mistake of coming to schoof cne day, to ke her back early. Saba was in the middle of the
puppecry session. She literally shooed her poor aunt away and ran back to her puppets.

During the street plays one could see the obvious admiration in the faces of the audiences. There

Cartoon - Making were anxious questions of “arre, tum fog aur kya kya sikha?™ after the performance. Children from the
s Person: Mukhim Tambaoli play children shared the various subjeces they had leant through the weesk, much o the amazement
of the community members,

Their relations wich thelr "didi”" and “sir” grew so strong thar they were entirely unwilling to be sepa-
rated ac the end of the comp. “sir, ab hum Kob mifenge?, “didi, oopka phone number do na, mein
bulaoangi™, “dlidl, aapki yoad aayegi”, were some statements heard not just inone school, but acress all
schools, as the camp drew to a close. Licde Shwet who attended the sessions at Shivajl Magar even
trailed her volunteer didi, for the next leg of the camp at the Tank Road School.

I was a feeling that was reciprocated by the volunteers too. First time volunteers, whether it was
Varsha from Bhandup or Bhawvna from NITIE, echoed the same sentiment They had learnt much from
the children and were looking ahead to be part of the process next year too. |t was their commitment
that ensured the camp's success despice administrative or logistical hurdles thar sometimas came
their way.

For the organizing team at Mavnirmiti, and the 200 plus volunteers, the two weeks of summer camp
at |0 schools with 1000 children was a combination of exhilaration, tension, laughter, bonding,
learning, challenge and fun — sometimes all at the same time!

As for the children, beneath all the “majo agya” and “ocche lago™ statements, there was genuine happi-
ness at the opportunity to learm and enjoy, From litde squabbles with their friends to sharing the food
during breakfast and lunch, to walking thraugh the forest early in the marning, the children clearly had
the time of their lives.
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Volunteers

Volunteers : some stories, some experiences.

Shobha Gawli lives in Morarji Magar near NITIE,
and works as a daily wage earner. She is a single
mother with two daughters studying in a nearby
school. She had come the pre-event meeting at [T
out of curiosity. Here she learnt about Navnirmiti
and its activities with children. Sitting with the
young children, helping them with their little activ-
wthes, and listening to thei-r constant patter, Shobha
said that she remembered her own childhood, She:
could not bring her daughters here since they
went 1o a private school,

But she said she phcked up 3 few skills in the workshop to pass on to them, She loved the method of
teaching. where children could learn while doing things themsetves. "just as we won't know how deep
the water is without stepping into it, these children will not learn if we just tell them. Daing it them-
selves is the best way to leamn”, she said.

Pradmya andYalshall, two college students from the areas near MITIE, have been actively participating in
the processes leading to the summer camp. They were part of the team responsible for identifying, reg-
istering and mobilizing children for the camp. Bath of them shared their experience of twllking w
parents and convincing them to send thelr children 1o the camp.“Many parents would leave home sarly
for work, leaving children alone or with neighbors” she says Thay had to visic the anea a number of
times before the regisorations could be completed. Many parents worked as domastic waorkers, or were
daily wage earners. Some also survived by selling coddy from the nearty foresced area. Parents were
targely illiterata and were unable to fill forms or even provide basic information like date of birth of
their child, or even the standard in which the children were studying. Many parents also sent their
children because the neighbors were sending theirs, Pradnya added. Most of the children ac the MITIE
camp were from the tribal village of 5ai Bangoda and Untan Pada.

An event to mark the end of the |0 - day summer
camp was hald at IT campus on |4th May, 2007,
Children, volunteers, resource persons, and the
organizing team from Mavnirmiti were present
during the meet. Also present ware Dr Vivek
Monteiro, founder of Mawnirmit, Prof, Prakash
Gopalan, Dean, Students Affairs, IIT, Mrs. Achala
Mandedkar, Administrative Officer, 5 Vard, BMC
and Mr. R.M, Makhlja, Member of Board, L & T, The:
entire 10 - day carmp was much appreciated by the
children, and many said that they looked forward
o participating in the camp the next year as well,
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Children and staff of 10 BMC Schools:
Community Yolunteers
MNavnirmiti Summer Camp Team

Schools Coordinators
I Tirandaz Yillage BMC Schoaol } Daphl‘ﬂ D'silva & Rap Kamble
2. MITIE Pagpoll BMC School
3. Powai Dockyard BMC Schoal } Mansoar Patel
4. Kanjur Nehru Magar BMC School
5. Bhandup village BMC School } Kiran Lomate & Harish ladha
6  Tank Road BMC School i chme
7. Tagore Magar BMC School } shore
8. Kanmamwar BMC School i s
9. Shivaji Magar BMC School Shekhar Sankaran & Sanjay Gupta
I

0. Tulsher Pada BMC School
Programme Co-ordinator
Rajesh Matrajan

Administration Co-ordinator
Kishore |adhav
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